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 Commitment: Key to the Christian life and a healthy Church 
          It is a joy to bring in new members into our official church membership. Certainly a refreshing 
moment for the congregation and, hopefully, a satisfying decision for the new members as well! 
Church membership is a mutually beneficial relationship (and commitment) both for the individuals 
and the local church as a whole. Each time we confess our Church Covenant, we remind ourselves 
of who we are, what we stand for, and what we are committed to. This takes prayer and dedication 
ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘ ŦƻǊ ƛǘ ǘƻ άǿƻǊƪΦέ WŜǎǳǎ ŀǎƪǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƘƛƳΦ Lǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜƎƛƴ 
in salvation and then baptism, but continues in decisive moments on an every day, week in, week 
out, long term basis.  Membership reflects that commitment, and yes, I believe God (and the 
church) expects more of those who commit themselves to be members of a church.  You are not 
alone in your stand for Christ in your community! 
          Of course we make financial commitments. The purpose of the tithing enlistment/stewardship 
ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ōŀǎƛǎ ŦƻǊ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ²ƻǊƪΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ 
the gifts he has entrusted to our care.  How we handle our finances reflects our faith and the 
ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƛŦǘǎΦ 
          Commitment to Christ and the Church has many other components as well. For example, 
Worshipping together builds unity, fosters fellowship, builds knowledge and faith, and collectively 
glorifies God. Many components of a worship service can glorify God if the participants are of one 
ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƳƛƴŘ ƛƴ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ tǊŀƛǎŜ DƻŘΦ   ²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƎƭƻǊƛŦȅ DƻŘΣ ƴƻǘ ƳŜǊŜƭȅ ΨƛƳǇǊŜǎǎ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜέΦ Cooperative people can better reflect the glory and praise God than each one of us on an 
individual basis. Listen to these words from 2 Chronicles 5: 
          The trumpeters and musicians joined in unison to give praise and thanks to the LORD. 
Accompanied by trumpets, cymbals and other instruments, the singers raised their voices in praise 
to the LORD and sang:  
   άIŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘΤ    Ƙƛǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŜƴŘǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΦέ -2 Chronicles 5:13-14.  
          It is a beautiful thing when naturally and spiritually talented people set aside their egos and 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜƪ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ DƻŘΧΦΦǘƘƛǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ ŀ 
congregation and brings praise to God.  Our music, preaching,  praying ,and praise is not a 
performance for people ,but reflects the heartfelt attitude and desire to give our hearts in full 
surrender to God and His Word. 
          Another important aspect is growing in our spiritual life. There is no excuse for (ongoing) 
ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƛƳƳŀǘǳǊƛǘȅ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ΧǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ 
participate in a small group (or Sunday School Class)!  God is not pleased if we stay as spiritual 
babes or children in our faith. The times we live in require well-grounded, biblically-literate, mature 
believers to defend our faith and to pass it on to a new generation.  I believe every Christian, if 
possible, needs to find some group to make this possible along with weekly participation in a 
Worship service. We all need to grow and increase in the grace and knowledge of God!               
          Another ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƛǎ άǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛǾŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ 
a New Testament concept and one that people often shy away from. It is really very simple: Your 
Worship service, small group, class ,or {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƴƻǘƛŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άWƻƘƴέ ƛǎ missing; hopefully 
someone volunteers to contact  him, find out if he is ok, and if he needs anything, while affirming   
ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘέΗ ¢ƘŜ ƳƻǘƛǾŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ  merely legalism ŀƭƻƴŜ όƘŜκǎƘŜ άǎƘƻǳƭŘ be 
thereέύ ōǳǘ love.  God works through people caring enough to hold each other accountable!  
 For Christ honoring commitments to grow and thrive among us!  (2 Tim.1:12) 
 Pastor Lawrence R. Kanter 
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Special Points 
of Interest  

 

Å1/26/12 Annual 
Meeting @ 7:30 pm 

 

Å1/31/12 @ 7:30 pm 
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ 
Committee Planning 

Meeting 
 

Å2/2/12 7:30pm 
Board of Directors & 
Church Council mtg. 

 

Å2/11/12 @ 2:00 pm 
Ladies Tea 

 

Å2/12/12 America 
for Christ Offering 

 

Å¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƻ 
the report of the 

Nominating Comm.  
The updated list is 

on the bulletin 
board outside of the 

church office. 
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ά¸ŜǎΣ ŀǎƪ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƴŀƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ƛǘέ 
-John 14:14 Living Bible 

Please email or call church office with updates weekly 
  

Prayers for peace and comfort for the children of Martha 
LaLamo (head cook at Casa Pastoral in LaRomana) who 
passed away suddenly. 
Frank (friend of Jen Phinney) encouragement as he deals 
with employment issues. 
Chris (Melissa .ǊǳƭƻǘǘŜΩǎ friend) cancerous tumor in nasal 
cavity. Prayers for healing and salvation. 
Melissa Brulotte has an upcoming graduate school interview 
at Harvard. 
Pennam ό{ƛƴŀȅ ²ŀƭƪŜǊΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊύ ƘƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΣ 
convalescing at home. Prayers for comfort and healing. 
Margie Simon had a job interview on 1/23 and celebrated 9 
years of marriage with her husband Greg. 
Shayne ({ŀǊŀƘ aŀŎYƛƴƴƻƴΩǎ ƴŜǇƘŜǿ) please pray for him as he 
has had a serious setback. Prayers that he handles the 
treatments well and that they are effective. 
Marilyn Schenck (!Ǌǘ IƻƭōǊƻƻƪΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ) has been in the 
hospital since 1/16. Please pray for wisdom for the doctors 
and for the family in making decisions for care. 
Patty Grazoso (friend of Dave Collins) please pray for her 
father who broke his neck in a bad car accident and is in 
critical care. 
Ellen Bickford praise for beginning a new job. 
Justin Bickford prayers as he had a job interview last week. 
Leona LeFort prayers as she tries to assist her mother 
Thelma with her health issues. 
Thelma Pascucci (Leona [ŜŦƻǊǘΩǎ mother) praise she came 
home on 1/24. 
Jan Cuneo had back surgery, please pray for good recovery. 
Mrs. McSweeney (mother of 5Ŝ{ǘƻƻǇΩǎ neighbor) suffered a 
major stroke. 
Church Organist the [ƻǊŘΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƻ Ŧƛƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ 
position. 
  

Continue to pray for:  Ingrid Stoelting, Barbara Profit, Dennis 
Olson, Patricia, Carol Nadell Stygle, Wilbur Porter, Pete 
Austin, Kathy Gay, Angel Estrada, Rev. Richard Seeley, Brad 
tǊŜǎŎƻǘǘΣ 9Ř ±ƛŎƪŜǊǎΣ .Ŝǘǘȅ .ŜƭȅŜŀΣ LƴƎǊƛŘ {ǘƻŜƭǘƛƴƎΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ 
Nancy Andrews, Mark Chirokas, Jackie, Charlie Yetman, Scott 
McDauley, Nancy Murphy, Mary Grace, Ellie Diersch, Frank 
Maguire, Grace Simmons, Howard Lawrence, Rose Vaughn, 
Jessie, Nick Malfronte, Lorraine McCartin, Josh, Richard 
Milligan, Joanne Noyes, Todd MacDonald, Mary Dupont, 
Meredith Baker, Mike Weixler, Jim Eldredge, Pearl Averell, 
Kathy Ferreira.  
  

  Shut Ins: Wilhemina Messier 
  Mission:  New England Teen Challenge 
  Local Ministries:  Annual Meeting 
  Military: Cliff Rogers & John Costantino 

Worship & Sunday School Attendance 
  
Dec. 24: 5:00 pm - 190 
Dec. 25:  11:00 Worship ς 86 
        No Sunday School 
Jan. 1:         9:30 Worship - 19    11:00 Worship ς 55 
        Sunday School:  N-HS ς  14 
        Adults ς  28      Staff ς 16     Total - 38  

Jan 8:         9:30 Worship - 32    11:00 Worship ς 72     
        Sunday School:  N-HS ς 38 
        Adults ς 23      Staff ς 18    Total - 79 

Jan. 15:         9:30 Worship ς 22    11:00 Worship ς 71 
        Sunday School:  N-HS ς 29 
        Adults ς 17         Staff ς 186        Total ς 62 
Jan. 22:         9:30 Worship ς  28    11:00 Worship ς 59 
        Sunday School:  N-HS ς 32 
        Adults -  17        Staff ς   17      Total ς  66 
 

 
Church Office Deadlines: 
The Baptist Visitor: All information should be in by the 
Friday prior to print. Next Visitor print date, January24th. 
 

Sunday Bulletin:  All information should be in by Thursday 
each week.  Please submit information by email or on disc. 
 

OFFICE HOURS: 9:15 -12:15 PM 
 

t!{¢hwΩ{ OFFICE HOURS:   
Tue & Wed -9 amς12pm or by appointment,  
lrkanter@abingtonfbc.com 

 

 
Organist  

 

The church is now looking for a new organist.  Please 
inform the church office or the board of deacons if you 
know of anyone who would like to fill in temporarily or 

permanently.  Thank you in advance for your prayers for 
ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƻ Ŧƛƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΦ 

 
 

FROM THE BOARD OF DEACONS : 
 

5ǳŜ ǘƻ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŀŎƻƴǎΩ CǳƴŘΣ ŦǳŜƭ 
assistance can only be provided once per season per 
family.  We will have a list of other resources for 
additional assistance on the bulletin board.  



Annual Meeting  

January 26, 2012 ς 7:30pm 
 

We will be holding the Annual Meeting of First Baptist 
Church, Abington on January 26, 2012 at 7:30 PM at the 
church.  The primary purpose of the Annual Meeting is to 
discuss / approve the church operating budget for  
FY 2012.  We will be proposing two changes to the by-
laws.  One is to change ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 
from a Committee to a Board in order that they may 
become a member of the Board of Directors.  The other 
is to remove the newsletter (Visitor) notification from the 
special Business Meeting requirement (Article IX 2d).  We 
will also discuss any other business presented by the 
Moderator. 

Isabell  Smith would like 
to thank all of the folks 
who have come to visit, 

send cards and gifts.  

Reminder    
 

As a courtesy to those in our worship service, we  
respectfully ask that you please do not congregate  

(or talk) in the Welcome center during our   
Worship services.  Thank you.  

  A few months ago I received an 
 email  from Moises, Hospital 
 Administrator at El Buen 
 Samaritiano, inviting me to  come 
and volunteer in La Romana. He asked me to once 
again be available for teams at Casa Pastoral (the 
dorms) and to organize the Almacen Social (Batey 
pharmacy storage) at the hospital.  
I prayed and asked my husband what he thought of 
me going to La Romana and he agreed I could go. I will 
be leaving on February 18, 2012 and staying until early 
May!! Praise God!! 
Please pray for me as I prepare to go and while I am in 
La Romana, THANK YOU!!  Please also pray for my 
financial support as it will cost me almost $3000 in 
flight cost, and room and board. 
If you are interested in supporting me financially, 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ 
can be done. 
CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎƘŜǿŀōƭŜ 
vitamins (NO GUMMIES PLEASE) and also Folic Acid. 
These can be left in the basket in the Welcome Center 
until February 12, 2012!!  
THANK YOU!! 
Blessings, 
Cyndi McNamara 
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STORM ALERT INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND 
ON CHANNEL 7, OR CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE 

IN THE MORNING AT (781) 878-2447  

FOR RECORDED MESSAGE  

LaRomana  

All women are welcome to attend the 
Womenõs Fellowship planning meeting  
on Tuesday, January 31 st  at 7:00 pm.  

 

  Please help us update our records . 
 

²ŜΩǊŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀ 
yellow form found in the Welcome Center, or send an 

email to the church (office@abingtonfbc.com) with all of 
your current information (home phone, cell phone, 

mailing address, etc..)   Thank you to the many folks who 
have already completed a form!! J 



SUPERBOWL SUBS SIGN-UP THROUGH JAN. 29TH  
   
Thurs Jan. 26           Youth Bible Study       4:15 pm 
  
Sun. Jan. 29           Jr. & Sr. High  Meeting       6:30 pm 
  
Thurs Feb 2            Youth Bible Study       4:15 pm 
 

Sun. Feb. 12           Jr. & Sr. High Meeting       6:30 pm 
 

Feb. 17-19               ²ƛƴǘŜǊ wŜǘǊŜŀǘ άDeep Freezeέ   оΥолǇƳ CǊƛ- 
           to Berea!!          4 pm Sun. 
 

Sun. Feb. 26           Jr. & Sr. High ς Berea Reunion   6:30 pm 

Thank you for your contributions to 
ǘƘŜ {ǘΦ ±ƛƴŎŜƴǘ 5ŜtŀǳƭΩǎ CƻƻŘ tŀƴǘǊȅ 

 

The following families had cards on the 
Christmas Card Tree: 

 

Shirley Abrew 
Nancy & Carl Andrews 

Ellen, Justin & Rachel Bickford 
Perry & Melissa Brulotte 

¢ƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 
Ward & Joan Coleman 

Chris, Michele, Mike & Alyssa Collins 
Marge & Harry Conover 

Robert Craig 
John & Linda Curtin 

Ellie Diersch 
Dick & Ruth Eaton 

Lee Eldredge 
Kristy Engel 
Bob Gaffney 

The Genest Family 
Franklin & Jane Graham 

Rod & Phyllis Henrikson & Alexa 
Shirley Hill 

Bob & Fran Hinckley 
His Kids Ministry 

Liz & Arthur Holbrook 
Gene & Patti Langevin 

The Little Family 
The Lyons Family 

Tony & Anne Manna 
Cyndi & John McNamara 

Nancy Murphy, Eric, Melody & Melinda Towne 
Marge Roberts 

The Seeley Family 
The Shelton Family 

Clayton & Barbara Stone 
The Sutherland Family 

Rita Townsend 
Claudia  (Benjamin) & Richard Vento 

Sinay Walker 
30 Hour Famine Team 

SUPER BOWL SUBS   
 

 Only $6 ! 
 

Your choice: 
Italian * Turkey * Roast Beef * 

Tuna * Ham 
 

And it includes Chips and a Brownie ð WOW!! 

Orders will be taken today and 29 th . 
 

DONõT MISS OUT! 
 

The Jr. & Sr. High Youth will be preparing the 

subs Feb. 4th  in the afternoon for pick up 

Sunday Feb. 5 th . 

Thank you for your support!  
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Recommended Reading:   
 

ά¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΧōƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ςtheological reflections on 
ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎΦέ  

by Jeff Wisdom. WIPF and  STOCK Publishers. 
 

Written by our former Christian Education Director, Jeff 
who is now teaching in Minnesota documents his personal 
struggle with cancer and the insight that  
he learned along the way.  
Excellent resource! 



Jan 31st   ̧7PM ̧  Committee Planning Meeting 
Feb 11th   ̧2PM ̧  Valentine Tea 
March 27th  -7PM - White Cross/Work Night 
April 17th   ̧7PM ̧  TBD 
May  12th   ̧Spring Lawn Sale 
Date/time/location TBD - Dinner Out  

                            JANUARY 24, 2012                                                 Vol. 29 - Issue 1               
òFavour Is Deceitful, And Beauty Is Vain, 

                                 But A Woman That Fearth The Lord, She Shall Be Praised.ó  ~ Proverbs  31:30  

12 ~  Kathy Miller 
24 ~  Shirley Abreu 

     �´�5�H�V�W�O�H�V�V�Q�H�V�V���D�Q�G���L�P�S�D�W�L�H�Q�F�H��
change nothing except our peace 
and joy. Peace does not dwell in 
outward things, but in the heart 
prepared to wait trustfully and 
quietly on Him who has all things 
�V�D�I�H�O�\���L�Q���+�L�V���K�D�Q�G�V���µ�� 
               - Elisabeth Elliot  

All Women Are Invited to�«  

        �´�)�U�L�H�Q�G�V�K�L�S���&�R�P�H�V���L�Q���&�K�X�Q�N�V���	���0�R�U�V�H�O�V�µ 
A Valentine Tea  

Sat. Feb. 11 th  @ 2:00 PM   

Large Adult Classroom  
Love Gift will be collected 

Please feel free to invite a friend 

�:�H���Z�L�O�O���H�[�S�O�R�U�H��� �́$���5�H�F�L�S�H���I�R�U���)�U�L�H�Q�G�V�K�L�S�µ 

Secret Prayer Partners will be reveled & new ones picked 

Signup in the Welcome Center!!! 

     Come find out who has been praying  
for you at the Valentine Tea on the 11 th .   
Please, remember no gifts, just bring a  
card for your SPP.  
     If you wish to participate in this years SPP, please 
fill out a form in the Welcome Center.  Deposit the 
form in the box provided by Feb 5 th  or bring to the 
Valentine Tea.  We will assign partners that day.  
     If you cannot make the Tea please let Laura Nadell 
know so she can give you a partner.  

 
 

To the Womenõs Fellowship, 
     My sincere appreciation and thanks for the 
wonderful Collation after Marilynõs service. 
The warmth and support were deeply 
appreciated.  
God bless,  
Kent  
 
Ladies,  
     On Behalf of the family and myself, I would 
like to thank you all very much for the 
wonderful Collation you put on at Dadõs 
memorial service today.  Bob often spoke of the 
wonderful ladies of the First Baptist Church.  
Your kindness and unselfishness meant so much 
to all of us and weõre all so very grateful. You 
are the best.  
With much respect,  
The family of Bob Poore  


